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Osamu FUKAWATASE et al.
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Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir;

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein,
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom.

X 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of
the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first

Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required.
X 2. The references were cited in a counterpart foreign application. An English

language version of the foreign search report is attached for the Examiner's information.

Respectfully submitted,

Jarhds A. Oliff
Registration No. 27,075

Joel S. Armstrong
Registration No. 36,430

JAOQ:JSA/tmw
Date: April 9, 2004
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DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE COUNTRY CLASS CLASS
1 JP 58056945 (abstract only) 04/04/1983 Japan
2 DE 29906 887U 1 10/14/1999 Germany
3 WO 01/68409 Al 09/20/2001 WIPO
4 WO 01/36983 A2 05/25/2001 WIPO
5 EP 0 421 572 A2 04/10/1991 Europe
OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.)
EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED
Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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Application Number

EP 03 02 6340

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Citation of document with indication, where appropriate,

Category of relevant passages

Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
to ctaim APPLICATION (IntClL7)

EP 0 421 572 A (AUTOMOTIVE SYSTEMS LAB)

10 April 1991 (1991-04-10
v / P )

* column 4, line 55 - column 6, line 36;
figures 1,2 *

WO 01 36983 A (AUTOMOTIVE SYSTEMS LAB)
25 May 2001 (2001-05-25)

(/ * page 1, line 7 - line 15 *

* page 5, line 26 - page 6, line 10;
figure 1 =* ’

(WO 01 68409 A (BORDE PATRICK ;DUQUESNOY
DAVID (FR); FAURECIA IND (FR); LASPESA ER)
20 September 2001 (2001-09-20)

* figures 2-4 *

DE 299 06 887 U (FOLIA TEC BOEHM GMBH & CO

Y VERT) 9 September 1999 (1999-09-09)

* abstract; figure 2 *

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN
vol. 007, no. 145 (M-224),

1-8 B60R21/02

9-12

9-12

9

B60R21/01

TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED  (Int.CL.7)

E
X : particularly relevant if taken alone
Y : particularly relevant if combined with another D : document cited in the application
L : document cited for other reasons

document of the same category
A : technological background
O : non—written disclosure & : member of the same patent family, corresponding
P : intermediate document document

24 June 1983 (1983-06-24) B60R
\L& JP 58 056945 A (TOYO KOGYO KK),

4 April 1983 (1983-04-04)

* abstract =*

The present search report has been drawn up for all claims

Place of search Date ot completion of the search - Examiner

MUNICH 25 February 2004 Yildirim, I
CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS T : theory or principle underlying the invention

: earlier patent document, but published on, or
afier the filing date :
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ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO.

This annex lists the patent family membersrelating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.

The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.
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Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date

EP 0421572 - A 10-04-1991 us 4951963 A .28-08-1990

AU 609661 Bl 02-05-1991

CA 2019089 Al 02-04-1991

DE 69015754 D1 16-02-1995

DE 69015754 T2 18-05-1995

EP 0421572 A2 10-04-1991

JP 1878430 C 07-10-1994

JP 3157240 A 05-07-1991

JP 6002456 B 12-01-1994

KR 9508144 B1 25-07-1995

us 5071160 A 10-12-1991

WO 0136983 A 25-05-2001 JP 2003515140 T 22-04-2003

Wo 0136983 A2 25-05-2001

us 6644688 Bl 11-11-2003

WO 0168409 A 20-09-2001 FR 2806051 Al 14-09-2001

AU 3934601 A 24-09-2001

EP 1265771 Al 18-12-2002

Wo 0168409 Al 20-09-2001

JP 2003526564 T 09-09-2003

UsS 2003090096 Al 15-05-2003

DE 29906887 u 09-09-1999 DE 29906887 U1l 09-09-1999

TW 424729 Y 01-03-2001

JP 58056945 A 04-04-1983 JP 1416681 C 22-12-1987
JP 62020054 B

02-05-1987

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82
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